Baptism – a prerequisite for salvation?
Question:  Is baptism a prerequisite for salvation?

     I hold the position that the command of baptism is not a prerequisite for salvation.  Baptism is the “outward sign of an inward grace”.  Salvation is not based on works it is based on grace.  Baptism represents a Christian identifying with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection.  In addition, Paul writes in 1 Cor 1:17, “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, less the cross of Christ should be made of none effect”. 

     Baptisms prior to Christ arrival on Earth were not for salvation as his most horrible death had not occurred.  Baptism’s prior to Christ’s death could not be for one’s own salvation.   John baptized people for repentance.  The bible records in Mark 1:4, “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  (See also Luke 3:3, Acts 13:24)

     The bible also records baptism referring to being baptized with the Holy Spirit. Ref: Acts 19:3-4

     When John baptized Jesus, special events occurred signifying this as a special occasion.  Luke 3:21-22 states, “Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved son; in thee I am well pleased.”

     Our bible is the authority for our Christian lives and the mighty Word of God.  The bible does not lie or contradict itself.  For 2 Tim 3:16 says, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” All doctrinal issues must be in accordance with other doctrinal issues and must not conflict.

     I believe after hearing and reading the evidence presented the answer for this question will be a definitive “No” for the notion baptism is a prerequisite for salvation.  

     Jesus Christ is the focal point of our Christian faith and our way to salvation.  God’s wonderous grace also enables us to have salvation through faith and the purging or sanctification of our spirit.  Baptism is not a requirement of salvation in Jesus Christ.   This is not to say that being baptized is a trivial or lesser matter that should be discarded or ignored as it is not a requirement for salvation, actually to the contrary as stated earlier, baptism represents a Christian identifying with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection and as Christians we should be baptized.      

     Just as a weapon is fired at close range, this is a “Point Blank” statement:  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved!  This statement is as direct as you can get and it can’t get much simpler than that.  In my own life as a small boy attending Sunday School at the Lake City Community Church in what is now Lakewood, WA,   I remember the first verse of scripture of the Bible I memorized.  (If it wasn’t the first, it was pretty close!) That scripture was John 3:16 and it reads, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”.  With this verse the compelling argument is that “whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life”.  Please here notice what it does not say!  It does not say anything about a requirement for you to be baptized to have salvation and/or everlasting life!  Now look at the very next verse, John 3:17, which states, “For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved”.  The fact Jesus Christ came down to us is also referenced in Luke 19:10 which states. “For the son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost”.  Jesus Christ is the rock of our salvation and standing on that rock is our guarantee as Christians to be with him upon his second coming.  

    As I said in the beginning, Salvation cannot be obtained through works of man, but by grace as it boldly declares in Eph 2:8-9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.  Not of works, lest any man should boast”.  We cannot forget the pivotal verse in Titus 2:11 which reads, “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men.  Look at this critical statement “hath appeared to all men”.  The fact that the grace is available to all men therefore salvation is available to all men through grace.  In Acts 16:30 the apostle Paul, who at this time was in prison during an earthquake.  The earthquake was so violent that it shook the prison off it’s foundation.  Through a miracle all prisoners hands which were bound were immediately freed.  Upon seeing this, the head guard of the prison was so afraid (as he had to realize the supernatural power at work in a full manifestation right in front of his eyes and it didn’t take a genius to figure it out).  Immediately after the earthquake, the gates to the jail were suddenly opened.  The guard keeper at this point is so shocked at the events he just witnessed and now had to come to grips how he was going to explain it to his superiors that this all could have taken place and his failure to prevent it.  The guard keeper also now realized that if the prisoners were able to obtain freedom, his life was at stake.  In fear and for saving himself, the guard asked Paul and the others with him, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  Paul answers the question in Acts 16:31, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”  Here again in scripture we see no references to baptism of any kind as a requirement to have salvation. I would also like to point out that they were in fact baptized, but baptized after they were saved (Acts 16:33).  Think of Jesus Christ paying a toll (like a toll for a toll bridge).  Jesus paid the toll for us to go from sinner to everlasting life and Jesus provided the way to get there through his birth, death, and glorious resurrection.  Nothing else can take the place of this and demonstrate or equal in any way the grace of God.  

     Jesus Christ is the source of salvation through obedience.  Look at Heb 5:9 which tells us, “And being made perfect, he became the author (source) of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him.”  

     With believing we got to have faith and the purging of our spirit.  2 Thes 2:13 states, “But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the spirit and belief of the spirit”.  

     Salvation is based on the belief, faith, and now also the grace of God in what he provided for us.  We as Christians made a choice; we acknowledge Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior and believe that he died on the cross and rose on the 3rd day.  He then died for us and saved us from the penalty of sin and that believing on him we shall have everlasting life.  For the power of God also is involved in giving us salvation.  The theme of the book of Romans in Rom 1:16 as told by the apostle Paul tells us when he stated clearly in the beginning of the book, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first and also to the Greek”.  

     Baptism is not a prerequisite for salvation and cannot be a way to obtain salvation.  The command of baptism is the physical act that represents a Christian identifying with Christ’s death, burial, and resurrection and is done normally shortly after conversion.  The fact that a baptism is recorded after conversion (see Acts 2:41 and Acts 8:12) reinforces this point.  

     You may or may not have heard that my defense of this position is totally wrong.  They will then have to propose that all the time and energy I spent in preparing this brief was in vain or futile!  The first thing one may blurt out is, “Mr. Speaker,  Mr. Speaker, how do you explain the practice of the baptism of an infant?”  An infant obviously has no ability to make his or her own choice on their faith in Jesus Christ at that age.  I hold that the practice of infant baptism is in the faith of the parents until such age the child is able to intelligently make their own choice to follow Jesus Christ.  The super critics will then say, “Well how do we know what age is sufficient?”  “How do we know the infant is going to heaven if he didn’t make his/her own choice?”  “Who defines when the child is old enough?” and so on and so on.  I would also point out  the baptism performed as documented in Acts 8:38-39 was an immersion baptism, not a sprinkling either as the verses stated when “they both went down in the water.”  Then you might say again, “Mr. Speaker, it says in the John 3:5, Jesus said, “…Verily I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God”.  You may say “Wow, that just blew your defense right out the window”.  Hold on a minute, let’s look at the scripture, same chapter, but two verses above it where Jesus earlier said “… Verily I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”.  The water reference in verse 5 compared to the “born again” in verse three obviously does not deal with an actual baptism but the process of a pregnancy and child birth or some other explanation.  Look at verse 4, at Nicodemus’ reply when he asked “how can a man be born when he is old, can he enter the second time into his mother’s womb.”  Another example critics use is John 3:5 which reads, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God”.  Being “born of water” refers to a physical birth.  Some believe this is a possible metaphor for the Holy Spirit (see Note 2).  Further clarifying my position in answering with an emphatic “No”, Mark 16:16 reads, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved but he that believeth not shall be dammed”.  Clearly that should conclusively demonstrate that baptism is not required for salvation as it clearly does not state that both believing and baptism are required otherwise they are “dammed”.  Only the failure to believe shows the penalty. 

     I conclude with the following and ending with the question of Jesus in John 11:25-26:  “Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life:  he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.  Believeth thou this?”   

  Note 1:  Practical Christian Theology, Floyd H. Barackman, p336



